Biosphere Press Release 
Forest Economic Partnership to Lead Governance of Forest of Dean District Council’s UNESCO Biosphere Application
November 2025
Directors from Forest Economic Partnership (FEP) have formally voted to continue to support proposals for a Forest of Dean Biosphere and provide through its independent structure, the interim governance arrangements for the Council’s UNESCO Biosphere application. 
David Trevalyan, Interim Chair of the Biodiversity Steering Group and Director at the Forest Economic Partnership said: “Biosphere designation represents a significant milestone in the region’s journey toward sustainable development, and I am delighted to share that the Board of Directors voted unanimously to use its skills and experience to support this initiative.
“Having been involved in the conversations around the Biosphere since 2019, we’re proud to play a key role in this project and look forward to working with partners and the community to deliver a more sustainable Forest of Dean.”
UNESCO Biospheres are internationally recognised designations that promote solutions reconciling the conservation of biodiversity with sustainable use. These sites serve as learning areas for sustainable development under diverse ecological, social, and economic contexts. Globally, there are 759 Biosphere Reserves across 129 countries, including 7 in the UK.
In 2019, FEP was at the forefront of the Biosphere conversation when it worked with key partners to build an economic case exploring the benefits of designation. The resulting report projected a range of long-term benefits for the Forest of Dean, including job creation, emergence of new industries, business growth, and sustainable farming practices. Working with the Office for National Statistics (ONS), FEP conservatively estimated that for every £1 invested, the Biosphere could yield £3.89 over a 30-year period.
In summer 2025, the Forest of Dean District Council’s Biosphere Action Group proposed that FEP take on an interim governance role to guide the application through the UNESCO designation process. This decision was based on FEP’s leadership in the project’s early stages and its alignment with FEP’s mission to champion a thriving, resilient, and innovative economy that benefits all communities and businesses within the Forest of Dean. 
The Biosphere Action Group will be renamed the Biodiversity Steering Group and remain the formal decision-making and administrative group, while utilising FEP platforms to continue community engagement and raise awareness. 
Cabinet Member for Climate Emergency and Biosphere at Forest of Dean District Council, Cllr Chris McFarling said: “Biosphere designation involves working closely with organisations, partners and residents, and by bringing the steering group under FEP, a formally established organisation, we are ensuring the application has the best chance of success and are securing the project for the future.  
“The unique value of the natural environment in the Forest of Dean District is internationally recognised and Biosphere designation is an opportunity to help protect and celebrate it for generations to come.
“Here at the Council, we’re excited to continue our work with partners including Forest Economic Partnership, and I would like to thank everyone who has been and continues to be involved in this project since it began in 2017."
This interim governance arrangement will be reviewed approximately two years after designation with the opportunity to reassess future governance arrangements. 
FEP is proud to once again play a key role in this initiative and looks forward to working with partners and the community to deliver a more sustainable Forest of Dean. 
Further information on the Biosphere application can be found on the FEP website here:
UNESCO Biosphere » FEP
Details can also be found on the Council’s dedicated Biosphere webpages: 
https://www.fdean.gov.uk/biosphere 
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Notes for Editors:
FEP is a Community Interests Company (CIC) dedicated to cultivating a thriving economy in the Forest of Dean district.
FEP the Forest We Want report conducted by the National of Office Statistics: https://fep2050.co.uk/assets/Papers/The-Forest-We-Want-Report-1.pdf 
UNESCO Biosphere Website: https://www.unesco.org/en/mab/wnbr/about 
The Forest We Want Survey: https://fep2050.co.uk/assets/Papers/The-Forest-We-WantReport-1.pdf 



